
AP Biology Summer Evolution Book Assessment 

 

Your book assessment should include the following 3 sections: 

 

1. A two page summary of the book you chose to read. This should be an unbiased, brief 

retelling of the book. The purpose of this section is to show me that you read the book. 

Essentially, you are telling “what happened.” 

 

2. Choose 3 scientific assertions made by the author, a character in the book, or one of the 

scientists that the author is writing about. Note that an assertion is different than just a 

theme. An assertion is a statement that the author is supporting in the book. For each 

assertion you must find at least 8 quotes from various parts of the book that support this 

assertion. If the quote does not stand alone in its support of the assertion include a brief 

explanation of the context of the quote so that it is clear that the quote supports the 

assertion. You should include the quote, context (if needed), and page(s) number in a 

chart. Please do not attempt to give me this section in paragraph form. 

 

Assertion Quote Context Page number 

Hemoglobin 

molecules are 

found within red 

blood cells. 

“Perutz used X-

ray crystal-

ography and 

performed 

millions of 

computations to 

determine the 

positions of 

10,000 atoms in 

this enormous 

protein.” 

Perutz received the 

Nobel Prize for this 

work, which 

revealed the 

elegance of 

hemoglobin 

structure. 

201 

 

 

3. A 1-2 page summary detailing your opinion of how well the assertions are supported. 

You may answer the follow questions in your analysis. You may also choose some of 

your own questions depending on the assertions. Do you believe it? Is it possible? What 

would you do differently? Was there anything in the book that went against the assertion? 

Would you overhaul the assertion or change it slightly, how? In recent years, have we 

learned whether or not this assertion is true or not? How has or would these assertions 

change society? Have these assertions changed the way you think about the topic? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Book Assessment Rubric 

 

The following rubric should be attached to your second marking period book assessment.  

 

 Points 

Possible 

Points 

Earned 

Comments 

Summaries meet length 

requirements 
3   

Rubric attached to project 2   

The summary of the book is 

interesting, concise, and meets 

the requirements prescribed, 

and follows correct form, 

grammar, and spelling. 

15   

Inclusion of 3 assertions that 

are well supported by the 8 

quotes and contexts provided. 

Assertions are scientifically 

significant. 

35   

Summary of assertions shows 

thought, and conclusions are 

supported either by the book 

or from other sources. The 

other sources can include your 

own knowledge. 

20   

Totals 75   

 

 



Book List for AP Biology second marking period project 

 

 

Crichton, Michael. Jurassic Park. Fiction: I think you know what this is about. 

 

Crichton, Michael. Prey. Science fiction: Biogenetics and nanotechnology. 

 

Crichton, Michael. The Andromeda Strain. Science Fiction: “Twenty-five years before 

researchers entered the hot zone, Michael Crichton predicted a virus just as deadly.”  

 

Gould, Stephen Jay. Ever Since Darwin; Reflections in Natural History. Nonfiction: The 

first of Gould’s scientific essays dealing with natural history. 

 

Miller, Kenneth. Only a Theory. A look at the scientific evidence for evolution and what 

the evidence has to say about Intelligent Design. 

 

Preston, Richard. The Hot Zone. Nonfiction: Viruses and the potential for a worldwide 

outbreak of lethal viruses at any time. 

 

Quinn, Daniel. Ishmael: An Adventure of the Mind and Spirit. Fiction: The narrator of 

this extraordinary tale is a man in search for truth. He answers an ad in a local newspaper 

from a teacher looking for serious pupils, only to find himself alone in an abandoned   

office with a full-grown gorilla who is nibbling  delicately on a slender branch. "You are 

the  teacher?" he asks incredulously. "I am  the teacher," the gorilla replies. Ishmael is  a 

creature of immense wisdom and he has a story  to tell, one that no other human being 

has ever  heard. It is a story that extends backward and  forward over the lifespan of the 

earth from the birth  of time to a future there is still time save. 

 

Shubin, Neil Your Inner Fish. Why do we look the way we do? Neil Shubin, the 

paleontologist and professor of anatomy who co-discovered Tiktaalik, the “fish with 

hands,” tells the story of our bodies as you've never heard it before. By examining fossils 

and DNA, he shows us that our hands actually resemble fish fins, our heads are organized 

like long-extinct jawless fish, and major parts of our genomes look and function like 

those of worms and bacteria. 

 

Vonnegut, Kurt. Galapagos. Science fiction: “Galapagos takes the reader back one 

million years, to A.D. 1986. A simple vacation cruise suddenly becomes an evolutionary 

journey. Thanks to an apocalypse, a small group of survivors stranded on the Galapagos 

Islands are about to become the progenitors of a brave new, and totally different human 

race. Here, America's master satirist looks at our world and shows us all that is sadly, 

madly awry-and all that is worth saving.” 
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